[image: image17.wmf]
Relocating Kit

China


Table of contents:

2Preface:


3Summary:


4Introduction:


Part A:

5Culture:


6The foundations of culture:


7Cultural differences:


9Layers of culture:


11The dimensions of culture:


13The intercultural encounter:


Part B:

14China:


15The global environment:


16Ecosystem:


19Political system:


20Economic system:


23Demographics:


Part C:

28China’s Cultural diversity:


29China in terms of Hofstede's Cultural Dimensions:


31China in terms of Hofstede's manifestations:


33Do's and Don'ts:


35Conclusion:


36Bibliography:





Preface:


This assignment will consist of an informative report in the form of a relocation kit designed to give information on the living challenges and working conditions in a foreign culture. The kit will contain information about the country and its culture, so that it can serve as an information guide for people from other countries. 

This assignment will be done in a group which has three people Mustafa Butt, Jumah Al Qubaisi and Fahad Al Hamar.


Our tutors for this module assisted us with the assignment.

Summary:


China is the most populous country in the world. It is located in eastern of Asia. More than 5,000 islands are spread over China’s large seas, the largest of which is Taiwan.


China is a mountainous country with two thirds of its total land area covered by mountains, hills and plateaus. The highest peak in the word, Mount Qomolangma (8,828m) stands on the border between China and Nepal.


The country also has many rivers. The Yangtze, Yellow, Heilongjiang, Pearl and Huaihe rivers are the major ones. China’s two major rivers, the Huang He (Yellow river) and the Chang Jiang (Yangtze river), as well as the Pearl river in southeastern China, have provided the framework for agricultural development and population growth throughout China’s history. China is rich in hydroelectric resources.


It is a unified, multinational country, comprising of 56 nationalities. The Hang people make up 91.02 % of the total population, leaving 8.98 % for the other 55 ethnic minorities.


China has one language which is called Chinese. Chinese writing is the same all over the country but when it is spoken, it can be different. Putonghua or Mandarin is the widespread language understood by all educated Chinese. However there are many different dialects in China. The differences in the dialects are sometimes like two different languages. For example 'How are you?' A Beijinger will say, Ni Hao, while a Guangzhouer will say Lei Ho.


A Chinese friend is the best friend you can have because friendship is higher than any other relationship. Chinese people are not very emotional and give ultimate respect to their elders. Chinese women usually do not take key business positions but if you are negotiation with a woman, do demonstrate special respect. Finally children are particularly precious in China due to restrictions on the number that any couple can have.

Introduction:


China is a large cultural region in East Asia. It has over one fifth of the world’s population and can boast one of the world’s longest periods of mostly uninterrupted civilization, as well as one of the worlds longest continuously used written language systems.


This assignment will consist of three parts, of an informative report in the form of a relocation kit designed to give information on the living challenges and working conditions in a foreign culture. 
The information that will be included in this relocation kit will be: 
Part A:

Cultural aspects, cultural foundations, cultural layers, cultural dimensions and the intercultural encounter.
Part B:

The global environment, information about the country, its ecosystem, demographics, figures, 
Part C:

Cultural aspects in terms of Hofstede and do’s & don’ts. 
Finally, there will be a conclusion and bibliography.

Culture:


The word culture comes from the Latin source which refers to soil. In most western languages culture means civilization or refinement of the mind. Culture is a collective phenomenon which is shared with people who live in the same environment where it can be learned. It is the system of shared beliefs, values and customs that are transmitted from generation to generation through learning. 


In China there is a sense of variety in language and religion connected to a culture that is distinguished by contributions from Confucianism and Taoism. Confucianism in particular has shaped Chinese culture and its text are regarded as essential reading. 

The foundations of culture:


The different ways in which people think, act and feel has lead to many confrontations. A confrontation is an argument of ideas and viewpoints between different people.


During childhood, a person develops their way of thinking, feeling and acting. This is because at this early stage a person is more curious and focuses on learning and absorbing. So culture is learned, not inherited and this is due to an individual’s environment in which they were raised. This is the first stage that influences the individual’s characteristics and personality and it continues through interactions in  education, the neighborhood, the workplace and in the community. As a result, this is how each and every individual develops a unique personality that will distinguish themselves from others.


Chinese families usually include many generations living together, often in the same house. The oldest male is usually in charge of everyone in the house. There is less individuality in Chinese families. Decisions are made that benefited the entire family. Collective honor and achievements are more important than individual needs or achievements. Age demands respect. The old are considered wise and are treated with honor. Children were taught that they must care for their mothers and fathers in sickness and old age. Boys learn their family’s trade, and girls learn to manage a household.

Cultural differences:


Cultures differ according to region, religion, generation and class. Regional ethnic and religious cultures can be described in the same terms as national cultures. 


The different levels of culture are:

1. Symbols:

Words, gestures, pictures or objects that carry a particular meaning which are only recognized by those who share the same culture.

· The Great Wall of China

[image: image18.wmf]One of the seven wonders of the world, the Great Wall of China is  also known as Wan Li Chang Cheng. The Great Wall is a world heritage site; it attracts over a million and a half visitors yearly. The Great Wall of China has also inspired many stories and legends.
· Dragon

[image: image19.wmf]The Chinese dragon has long been a strong symbol of promising power in Chinese folklore and art. The Chinese dragon is traditionally also the form of the concept of Yang which means male and is associated with the weather as the bringer of rain and water.

· Food

[image: image20.wmf]Most foods have a symbolic meaning and ceremonial importance such as:

Mandarin oranges are a symbol of wealth and good fortune.

2. Heroes:

People that are alive, dead, real or imaginary and who posses characteristics which are highly prized in a culture and who thus act as models for behavior.

[image: image21.wmf]
Jackie Chan was born on April 7, 1954 in Hong Kong. He is a Chinese actor, film director, producer, martial artist, comedian, screenwriter, singer and stunt performer.
3. Rituals:

Collective activities, technically superfluous in reaching desired ends, but which within a culture, are considered as socially essential. These are collectivities which, although technically superfluous.
· [image: image22.wmf]Wedding night ritual

The night of the wedding, the bridal room will be lit with a dragon and phoenix candle to drive away the evil spirits. The newly weds will drink wine from two cups tied together with a red string their arms will be crossed. This is the formal wedding vow in Chinese culture. Then the bride will be offered dumplings that are boiled half raw. The pronunciation of raw is the same as giving birth to children, as an indication of family prosperity.

4. Values:

Inner feelings which are established in a person in early childhood, the ability judge right from wrong.

· The Chinese value the importance of the family, the hierarchical structure of social life, the cultivation of morality and self-restraint and the emphasis on hard work and achievement. 

Layers of culture:

People even within the same culture carry several layers of mental programming within themselves. 

The different layers of culture exist at the following levels:

· The national level: Associated with the nation as a whole.

 China National Ethnic Song and Dance Ensemble, based in Beijing, is the only national level performance group representing China's ethnic minorities. It was founded in 1952 by then-Premier Zhou Enlai. It has performed in over 70 countries and gives over 100 performances each year.
· The regional level: Associated with ethnic, linguistic, or religious differences that exist within a nation. 

· The gender level: Associated with gender differences (female vs. male) 

· The generation level: Associated with the differences between grandparents and parents, parents and children. 

The Chinese people have the tradition of respecting the old and loving the young.  Though many young couples do not live with their parents, they maintain close contact with them.  Grown up children have the duty to support and help their parents.  The Chinese people attach great importance to relations between family members and relatives, and cherish their parents, children, brothers and sister, uncles, aunts and other relatives.

· The social class level: Associated with educational opportunities and differences in occupation. 

In pre Confucian China, the feudal system divided the population into six classes. Four  were noble classes with the king at the top, next the dukes, then the great men and finally the scholars. Below the noble classes were commoners and slaves. Confucian concept later minimized the importance of the nobles except the emperor, abolished great men and scholars as noble classes, and further divided the common workers based on the noted usefulness of their work. Scholars now not exclusively nobles are ranked the highest because the opportunity to understand clear ideas would lead them to thoughtful and educated ideas. Under them were the farmers, who produced necessary food, and the skilled worker who produced useful objects. Business people were ranked at the bottom because they did not actually produce anything, while soldiers were sometimes ranked even lower because of the destruction they caused. 
· The corporate level: Associated with the particular culture of an organization. Applicable to those who are employed. 

The dimensions of culture:


Culture has dimensions which can lead to development, which are:

· Power distance:

The extent to which the less powerful members of the organization in a country expect and accept that power is distributed unequally. 

High Power Distance cultures develop rules, mechanism, and rituals that maintain and strengthen the status relationships among their members.

Low Power Distance cultures minimize those rules and customs, removing the status differences between people.

· Uncertainty Avoidance: 

It is the extent to which members of a culture feel threatened by the uncertain of an unknown situation. It also expresses a state of worriedness about what may happen.

· Individualism VS collectivism:

Individualism: I mentality. It belongs to societies in which the ties between individualism are loose. Everyone is expected to look after themselves.

Collectivism: We, or group mentality. It belongs to societies in which people from birth are integrated into a strong unit together, which throughout people’s lifetime continue to protect them in exchange for certain loyalty.

· Masculinity VS feminity:

Masculinity: Man. It belongs to societies in which men are supposed to be assertive, competitive and tough.

Feminity: Woman. It belongs to societies in which woman are supposed to be the modest tender conceding with the quality of life.

· Long term orientation:

Long-Term Orientation is the fifth dimension of Hofstede which was added after the original four to try to distinguish the difference in thinking between the East and West. Long-Term Orientation is the fifth dimension of Hofstede which was added after the original four to try to distinguish the difference in thinking between the East and West.
The intercultural encounter:

Intercultural encounters are the different phases or situations that a foreigner begins to face and experiences in a new cultural environment. Due to the various cultural differences the foreigner will start to suffer from various cultural consequences such as culture shock. Culture shock is a situation where the foreigner is not able to adapt or adjust to the new cultural environment. Culture shock is a term used to describe the anxiety and feelings of surprise, confusion, etc. felt when people have to operate within an entirely different cultural or social environment, such as a foreign country. 

Culture shock has different phases or stages that a foreigner experiences when living in the new culture. These are:

1. Euphoria (The honeymoon phase):

The excitement of traveling and seeing new places. 

2. Culture shock (The negotiation phase):

 After a few days, weeks, or months, minor differences between the old and new culture are resolved.

3. Acculturation (The ok phase):

After a few days, weeks, or months, the person gets used to the new culture's differences and develops routines.

4. Stable (Reverse culture shock):

After getting used to a new culture one can produce the same effects as described above, which may or may not last longer than or as long as the initial shock.
China:

[image: image23.png]



China is one of the biggest countries in the world. China is in the shape of a moose. China is located in the east part of Asia. More than 5,000 islands are spread over China’s large seas, the largest is Taiwan and the second largest is Hainan. Beijing is the capital of China. China borders are Korea, the formerly Soviet Union, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Burma, Laos and Vietnam.  

China's traditional values were derived from Confucianism and conservatism. There was often conflict between the philosophies, such as the individualistic Song Dynasty neo-Confucians, who believed Legalism departed from the original spirit of Confucianism. Examinations and a culture of merit remain greatly valued in China today. In recent years, a number of New Confucians have advocated that democratic ideals and human rights are quite compatible with traditional Confucian Asian value. The 2008 Olympics will be held in Beijing, and as a result the country has put even more emphasis on sports and tourism.

However, rituals and religion, the traditional beliefs of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism play a significant part in many people’s lives. Buddhism is largest religion. 

China has one of the oldest sporting culture in the world. Football was first played in China in ancient times, leading many people to believe that this is the popular sport of China. Besides soccer, some of the most popular sports in the country include martial arts, table tennis, badminton, swimming, basketball, and more recently, golf and rugby. Board games such as Go (Weiqi), and Xiangqi (Chinese chess) and recently Chess are also commonly played and have competitions. The Chinese dragon boat racing is popular and occurs during the Duan Wu festival. In Inner Mongolia, sports such as Mongolian-style wrestling and horse racing are also popular.

The global environment:

China’s fast growth is now a driving force in the global economy. However, growth is also seriously damaging the natural resource base and generating major environmental liabilities. The country’s environmental problems include land degradation, deteriorating water quality and water scarcity, severe air pollution and declining natural forest cover. These problems threaten the health and prospects of current and future generations and are undermining the sustainability of long-term growth. 

Environmental stewardship is a position that an organization takes to protect or improve the natural environment as it creates the business activities. 

China is the third largest consumer of coal and oil in the world, but much of its energy producing and using equipment is both wasteful and dreadfully polluting. As a result, China experiences severe urban air pollution that has a significant impact throughout the region. It is also the World’s second largest source of greenhouse gas emissions. Improving energy efficiency and the development and application of new and renewable energy and clean coal technologies are therefore very urgent sustainable development and environmental priorities.

Ecosystem:


The ecosystem is made up of all plants, animals and microorganisms that in the surrounding environment. The ecosystem is made up of land, water and air pollution. 

Mountains:


For more than 2,000 years, Chinese people from emperors to peasants have been making pilgrimages to sacred summits, to the Five Sacred Mountains and established later by the Buddhist. 

The five sacred mountains:

1. [image: image24.jpg]


Bei Heng Shan

Taoist Mountain Shanxi province 6,617ft. The Heng Zong Monastery dates from Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). There are many halls and temples on this mountain, you most likely will need to spend two days here to thoroughly go through them. 

2. Emei Shan

[image: image25.jpg]


Emei Shan is the mountain dedicated to Puxian Pu Sa, the Bodhisattva of Universal Kindness. Emei Shan is best explored on foot. The trails on Emei Shan twist through cool bamboo thickets where countless butterflies dance in the summer sunlight. Famous temples on Emei Shan are Pavilion of the clear Singing Waters, Baoguo Monastery and Wannian Temple.

3. [image: image26.jpg]


Himalaysa

Tibet 29,033 ft. The Himalayas are a group of mountain ranges running roughly parallel to one another in an east-west direction on the southern edge of the Tibet Plateau along China's border with India and Nepal. 

4. [image: image27.jpg]


Hua Shan

Buddhist and Taoist mountain Shaanxi province 6,552ft. Hua Shan is such a sharp mountain that it bends the Yellow River to the sea. Daoist hermits retreated to Hua Shan where they became the immortals of Daoism tradition. The mountain has many old temples. 
[image: image28.jpg]


5. Huang Shan
The famous scenery includes: Stone That Flew From Afar (Feilai Feng), Welcome Pine of HuangSHang (Huang Ke Song), the Cloud Ladders, etc.
With two lakes, three waterfalls, 24 streams and 72 peaks, Huang Shan was declared a World Natural and Cultural Heritage by the UNESCO Heritage Committee. 

[image: image29.jpg]& _



Rivers:

China has 50,000 rivers that cover a catchments area of at least 100 square kilometers, and 1,500 of them cover a catchments area of more than 1,000 square kilometers The main rivers include the Yangtze (Changjiang), the Yellow River (Huanghe), Heilongjiang, the Pearl River, Liaohe, Haihe, Qiantangjiang and Lancang Rivers. At 6,300 kilometers long, the Yangtze is the longest river in China.

· [image: image30.jpg]


Yangtze River and Three Gorges
The Yangtze River is considered as the Chinese people's lifeline. The dam is supposed to control the river from a flooding problem and produce electricity. Before Emperor Qin Shihuang united China, the Kingdom of Chu dominated the river from about 770 BC until 221 BC. The next gorge is Wu Gorge with twelve peaks. Xiling Gorge is the longest of the three gorges, it runs for 75 km through slopes planted with orange groves. Lushan Mountain offers a cool leave from the baking temperatures of the Yangtze plain. 

· [image: image31.jpg]


Grand Canal
A total length of 1764 kilometers, the canal, communicating Yangtze River, Yellow River, Huaihe River, Haihe River and Qiantang River, flows through Beijing, Tianjing, Hebei, Shandong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang with Hangzhou at its southernmost end. Tangqi town in Yuhang county of Hangzhou is a famous ancient town on the Grand Canal.

· [image: image32.jpg]


Yellow River
Chinese people call it the Mother River.  The fierce water of the Yellow River cuts the plateau into two pieces. At the valley between Ji County of Shanxi and Yichuan County of Shaanxi, the Yellow River created the Hukou Waterfall, the second largest waterfall in China. 
· [image: image33.jpg]


Yarlung Zangbo River
The Yaluzangbu River turns and twists like from the west to the east into the valleys of South Tibet. It runs through the county Muotuo. After it goes into the Indian Ocean. 

· [image: image34.jpg]


Pearl River
The river links Guangzhou to Hong Kong and the South China Sea and is one of China’s most important waterways and one of the centers of its world trade. It is vitally important to the special economic zones that lie along its estuary.

Political system:


The political system refers to the political structure, essential laws, rules, system and practices that are used and followed in China's mainland and regulate the state power, government, and the relationships between the state and society of China.


China is country lead by the working class, based on the worker-peasant alliance and practicing people's democratic centralism. The socialist system is the primary system in China. 


The government law and rules of the country, states the country's social system and basic principles of the state system, the basic principles of activities and organizations of state departments, and the basic rights and obligations of its citizens.
Economic system:

An economic system deals with the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services in a particular society. The economic system is made up of people and institutions, including their relationships to productive resources, such as through the convention of property. In an economy, it is the systemic means by which problems of economics are addressed, such as the economic problem of scarcity through allocation of finite productive resources.

Chinas economic structure has moved from planned economy to socialist market economy. China's law and regulation are getting progress, its market is further widened, its investment environment is improving gradually and the reform in financial sector progressing steadily. In the new century, China puts forwards the idea of overall and harmonious development of human and nature, human and society, city and village, east and west, and economy and society. 

The Chinese economy has developed steadily, according to specific targets, but also in a weak position the vitality and speed of economic growth. In 1984, reorganization was carried out in cities and in 1992; China begin to build a socialist market economy.

 In October 2003, China set some goals to improve the socialist market economy. This involves building a system that helps transform the dual economic structure in urban and rural areas; forms a mechanism that promote pleasant regional economic development, building a joined, open and orderly competitive modern market system; improves macro-economic policy, administrative management, economic and legal systems; completes an employment, income distribution and social guarantee system; and establishes a mechanism that promotes sustainable economic and social development. According to the plan of China by 2010 an established and relatively complete socialist market economy system and by 2020, a mature socialist  market economy.
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Demographics:

The demographics are the characteristics of a work group, an organization, a exact market, or various populations. It is the statistical data of a population, those showing average age, income, education, etc.

	Demographics of China:

	Language:

	Official:
	Putonghua (Mandarin Chinese)

	Spoken:
	Wu (Shanghainese), Yue (Cantonese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien or Taiwanese, Teochiu), Xiang, Gan, Hakka and Patuá

	People:

	Population
	1,321,851,900 (2007 estimate)

	Population growth rate
	0.61 percent (2007 estimate)

	Projected population in 2025
	1,453,123,817 (2007 estimate)

	Projected population in 2050
	1,424,161,948 (2007 estimate)

	Population density
	142 persons per sq km (2007 estimate)

	 
	367 persons per sq mi (2007 estimate)

	Urban/rural distribution:

	Share urban
	41 percent (2005 estimate)

	Share rural
	59 percent (2005 estimate)

	Largest cities, with population
	 

	Shanghai
	12,887,000 (2000 estimate)

	Beijing
	10,839,000 (2000 estimate)

	Tianjin
	9,156,000 (2000 estimate)

	Wuhan
	5,169,000 (2000 estimate)

	Chongqing
	4,900,000 (2000 estimate)

	Ethnic groups:

	Han Chinese
	92 percent

	Zhuang, Mongolian, Tibetan, Uygur, Miao, Yi, Korean, Yao, Bai, Tujia, Hani, and other nationalities
	8 percent

	Languages:

	Standard Chinese, or Mandarin (Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect); Yue (Cantonese), Wu (Shanghainese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, and Hakka dialects; minority languages

	Religious affiliations:

	Officially atheist, but traditionally eclectic.

	Nonreligious
	42 percent

	Buddhist
	8 percent

	Atheist
	8 percent

	Christian
	7 percent

	Muslim
	1 percent

	Other
	34 percent

	Health and Education:

	Life expectancy
	 

	Total
	72.9 years (2007 estimate)

	Female
	74.8 years (2007 estimate)

	Male
	71.1 years (2007 estimate)

	Infant mortality rate
	22 deaths per 1,000 live births (2007 estimate)

	Population per physician
	609 people (2004)

	Population per hospital bed
	408 people (2005)

	Literacy rate:

	Total
	87.3 percent (2005 estimate)

	Female
	80.6 percent (2005 estimate)

	Male
	93.7 percent (2005 estimate)

	Education expenditure as a share of gross national product (GNP)
	2.1 percent (1999-2000)

	Number of years of compulsory schooling
	9 years (2002-2003)

	Number of students per teacher, primary school
	21 students per teacher (2002-2003)

	Government:

	Form of government
	Communist state

	Head of state
	President

	Head of government
	Premier

	Legislature
	Unicameral legislature

	 
	National People's Congress: 2,979 deputies (2003)

	Voting qualifications
	Universal at age 18

	Constitution

	4 December 1982, amended in 1993, 1999, 2004

	Highest court
	Supreme People's Court

	Armed forces
	Army, Navy, Air Force

	Total number of military personnel
	2,255,000 (2004)

	Military expenditures as a share of gross domestic product (GDP)
	3.9 percent (2003)

	First-level political divisions
	23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 2 special administrative regions, and 4 municipalities

	Economy:

	Gross domestic product (GDP, in U.S.$)
	$2,234 billion (2005)

	GDP per capita (U.S.$)
	$1,712.80 (2005)

	GDP by economic sector

	Agriculture, forestry, fishing
	12.6 percent (2005)

	Industry
	47.5 percent (2005)

	Services
	39.9 percent (2005)

	Employment:

	Number of workers
	776,047,410 (2005)

	Workforce share of economic sector:

	Agriculture, forestry, fishing
	44 percent (2002)

	Industry
	18 percent (2002)

	Services
	16 percent (2002)

	Unemployment rate
	4.2 percent (2005)

	National budget (U.S.$)

	Total revenue
	$143,741 million (2003)

	Total expenditure
	$171,450 million (2003)

	Monetary unit
	1 yuan, consisting of 10 jiao

	Agriculture

	Rice, wheat, maize, sugarcane, potatoes, sugar beets, peanuts, cotton

	Mining

	Coal, petroleum, graphite, tungsten, molybdenum, antimony, tin, lead, mercury, bauxite, phosphate rock, iron ore, manganese, many other minerals

	Manufacturing

	Woven textile fabrics, heavy machinery, iron and steel, petrochemicals, fertilizers, cement, manufactured goods

	Major exports

	Clothing and accessories, textiles, petroleum products, footwear, telecommunications and sound equipment

	Major imports

	Machinery, steel products and other metals, automobiles, synthetics, agricultural chemicals, rubber, wheat, ships

	Major trade partners for exports

	United States, Hong Kong SAR, Japan, South Korea, and Germany

	Major trade partners for imports

	Japan, Taiwan, United States, South Korea, and Germany

	Energy, Communications, and Transportation


China has a continental climate. The latitudes span nearly 50 degrees, its southern part is in the tropical and subtropical zones. The northern part of Heilongjiang province has long winters but no summers; while Hainan Island has long summers but no winters. 

	Average Temperature of China (Degree of Fahrenheit)

	Cities
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Beijing
	28
	32
	40
	60
	75
	78
	80
	76
	68
	55
	40
	36

	Shanghai
	40
	42
	50
	65
	72
	80
	82
	80
	75
	62
	50
	42

	Guangzhou
	58
	60
	69
	71
	80
	83
	83
	81
	78
	70
	60
	57

	Xi'an
	32
	38
	50
	56
	72
	80
	78
	76
	60
	52
	40
	30

	Kunming
	50
	52
	58
	65
	68
	68
	70
	67
	65
	62
	55
	50

	Lhasa
	29
	34
	41
	46
	54
	60
	61
	60
	57
	48
	39
	32

	Urumqi
	5
	10
	32
	50
	66
	74
	78
	74
	64
	47
	28
	10

	Guilin
	47
	48
	56
	65
	74
	79
	83
	82
	78
	69
	59
	50
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China’s Cultural diversity:

The people's republic of China is a country that is rich in terms of cultural diversity. However, until the Communist Party came to power in 1949, this was a fact that many chose to deny. After a five year study, the communists announced that the country was made up of 56 ethnic groups, which they officially recognized as independent nationalities. The Ham people, who account for 92% of China's population, are by for and away the largest ethnic group and it is their culture that many outsiders consider to be that of all China.

In order to be recognised as an ethnic group, four key factors have to be identified. First, the group must have their own distinct language, which has grammatical and phonological differences from Chinese. Second, they should have customs relating to dress, cuisine, religion etc which clearly separate them from other groups. Third, they need to show a shared sense of identity which also has a historical perspective. Finally, it is necessary to establish that they have a native homeland within the borders of China.

Indeed China's cultural diversity owes much to its geographic diversity. Ancient China was a treacherous land with intimidating terrain. Its deserts and vast mountain ranges, not to mention the Pacific Ocean, cut it off from the outside world until overland and sea routes were gradually opened. The civilisation of ancient China developed mainly along the seemingly never ending Huang He and Yangtze rivers, both of which empty into the yellow sea. Many ethnic groups, however, have survived because the severity of their geographic location. All in all, China is a diverse country in every sense of the word. 

China in terms of Hofstede's Cultural Dimensions:

Geert Hofstede was responsible for carrying out a large scale analysis of national cultural differences. His first research project was based on subsidiaries of IBM in 64 different countries. This was later followed by more specific studies which focussed on students, pilots, civil service managers, up market consumers and the elite of various countries. As a result of these studies, for cultural dimensions were identified. Further analysis later deemed it necessary for a fifth to be added. They are:

1. Power – distance

2. Individualism

3. Masculinity

4. Uncertainty avoidance

5. Long – term orientation

It should be noted that Hofstede's findings are averages and relate to the population in general. However, as with stereotypes, it is often unwise to judge people in such general terms as, at the end of day, we are all individuals. It would also, however, be unwise to believe that cultural differences do exist. We should also take into account whether or not the data is up – to – data and therefore still reliable. The Hofstede's five cultural dimensions will now be looked at more depth.

1. Power – Distance

Hofstede's Power – Distance index relates to inequality. More specifically, it measures acceptance of inequality by that society as a fact of life. It suggests, therefore, that some cultures are more willing to accept inequality than others. Furthermore, it is this passive acceptance that allows the trend to continue.

Stony democracies, where it is believed that everyone has the change to improve their financial and social status, tend to score well. Austria, for example scores 11 compared to China's relatively high 80, which shows that people don't feel terribly empowered when it comes to improving their lot.

2. Individualism

This refers to how individualistic a society is. Western countries such as the United States of America appear at the top of the list, demonstrating their mentality that every man's destiny is in his own hands. They tend not to have the collectivist attitude of many poor countries where family and tribal ties remain extremely strong.

China scores a low 20 in comparison to the USA's table – topping 91. As a result, we can summise that China's cultural heritage and its communist government have had a role to play in its continuing collectivist attitudes. Nevertheless, the rise of capitalism in china is sure to have some detrimental effects in relation to this dimension.

3. Masculinity

Countries which have a high masculinity rating tend to be, as you would expect, rather 'macho'. In other words they Show similar characteristics to alpha males i.e. they are power hungry, self – centred and assertive. Once again, individual achievements and material possessions are seen as barometers of success.

The results show China to be quite a masculine culture. Their score of 66 is equal with Germany and the UK, but some way short of outright leaders Japan. Interestingly, the Viking homelands of Norway and Sweden come bottom of the table with 8 and 5 points respectively. This seems to show that there is no constant here and that cultures can change dramatically over time.

4. Uncertainty avoidance

This relates to how any given society deals with situations which are new, novel or out of the ordinary. Some cultures are afraid of change or anything unusual that they cannot immediately and directly relate to. Such countries poll high scores, whereas more relaxed and laid back countries tend to score lower. Greece tops the poll with a score of 112, which is enormous in comparison to Jamaica's lowly 13 points.

China, maybe surprisingly, scares a relatively low 40 points. This shows the Chinese to be quite an open, adventurous and accepting culture. It could be argued that China's high rate of atheism is responsible for these figures. Moreover, the figures make even more interesting reading when capered with the well – planned Germans score of 65.

5. Long Term Orientation

This final dimension was added later in order to highlight the differences between east and west in respect of values and thinking. Using the teachings of Confucius as its basis, it measured the long term orientation or outlook of countries. Persistence and thrift were deemed to be characteristics of countries with long – term orientation, whereas personal stability and reciprocation of greetings and favours characterised short – term orientation.

China, perhaps not unexpectedly, finished top of the table with a score of 118. This, of course, is due to the fact that the Chinese way of life, in the main, is centred around the teachings of Confucius. Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone were joint last of the countries measured. The fact that many people in these countries live in poverty, and consequently live day to day, is probably the reason for their lowly standing.
China in terms of Hofstede's manifestations:

Hofstede identifies four manifestations of culture: symbols, heroes, rituals and values. The most superficial, or outer layer, is that of symbols. These carry a meaning that is understood by those of the same culture and often include words, gestures, pictures or objects. Symbols come, go and are often copied, thus their position at the outermost layer. Symbols in China today include traditional dress; The national flag which shows the country's communist identity; the characters of the language and also colours. Colours are extremely important in Chinese culture. Red, which you seem to see everywhere, especially during festivals is considered lucky. Pink and yellow, on they other hand, represent happiness and prosperity, while white, grey and black are related to death and funerals. Therefore, if buying flowers, you should choose appropriate colours. Another important symbol is the Chinese dragon. It is a symbol of power in folklore and art and represents the concept of yang (male). Ying (its female counter pact) is represented by the phoenix.

Moving one step nearer to the core, we have heroes. These heroes are iconic figures in the culture that everyday people hold in high esteem and seek to imitate. They could be dead or alive, real or imaginary. Modern China provides us with one of the clearest examples of a hero anywhere in the world – Chairman Mao. Mao created a 'cult of personality' that continues to this day. More than thirty years often his death, people stand in line outside his mausoleum just for a momentary glimpse of the father of modern China. His face adorns pictures, banknotes, clocks, book and countless other pieces of memorabilia around the country. Although Confucius and other great sages are also great Chinese heroes, Chairman Mao is the most identifiable in the modern age.

Next we have rituals. These are collective activities which are deemed to be socially essential within the culture, even though they have no concrete value. They include such things as greetings and religious ceremonies. The wedding night ritual is one that well known in China. On this night, the bridal roam is lit with dragon and phoenix candles to word off evil spirits. As well as this, the bride and groom drink wine from cups connected by red ribbon. This is the formal wedding vow in Chinese culture. It is interesting to note the use of symbols within this ritual.

Finally, values are at the care of the cultural conundrum. Children learn these unconsciously, usually before they reach the age of ten. As a result, many people are unaware that they hold them and they cannot be directly observed by others. Values are inferred by people's actions and reactions under specific circumstances. Values are normally sub – divided into two important groupings – desirable and desired. The desirable relate to people in general and deal with good vs. bad and right vs. wrong, for example. The desired, on the other hand, relate to personal preferences and values. In other words, the desirable is ideological, whereas the desired is related to practical issues.

In china, the family unit is of great importance for a number of reasons. Firstly, children are even more precious than in other countries as a result of government imposed limitations. Secondly, elderly people are treated with great respect and considered wise and learned by others. And thirdly many generations often live together in same house. The oldest male is usually in charge of the household. Indeed, Chinese social life in general could be said to have a hierarchical structure. China's value system is based on Confucian and Taoist principles. As a result, most people believe that sustained hard – work leads to the achievement of your goals. Self restraint and good morals are also essential is one is to be well – rounded and successful. It is only through looking at each of these individual layers that the overall picture of Chinese cultural becomes clear.



Do's and Don'ts:
Greetings 

Many people, wrongly, think that Chinese people greet each other with a bow. This, however, is not the case. Indeed, instead of greeting each other like the Japanese; they tend to do it more like the British. A handshake is standard and must Chinese people lower their eyes slightly when they meet another person. With older or more senior people, a nod is given as a sign of respect. Kissing, hugging and public shows of emotion are best avoided, as is discussing politics in public.

Giving gifts
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The Chinese refuse gifts two or three time before the accept them. This is supposed to show their modesty and humility. Some one who accepts a gift immediately or open it in front of the guest is considered greedy. You should give your present with both hands and be careful to wrap it in an appropriate colour. Red, pink and yellow are good colours to choose, but white, grey and black should be avoided as they are related to death and funerals. In terms of gifts themselves, it best not to buy pears and clocks as the words for these in Chinese have negative association.

Tipping

China stands out from most other countries around the world as tips are universally not expected. The only real exceptions are top class hotel, especially in Hong Kong. However, as the world become a global village and cultures converge, this may soon change.

Eating 
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In China, unlike the West, people share dishes. It is not unusual for the host serve his guest and in doing so choose what they want to eat. It is polite to eat as much as possible, but don't be afraid to say no. if you don't you will continue to be supplied with nonstop amount of food. You should avoid leaving your chopsticks standing upright in your rice bowl as this resembles a death memorial. In other words, you are telling the other people at the table that you want them to die. It is also wise not to top on your bowl with your chopsticks as this is what beggars do.

Misconception

Many visitors to China think or fear that its communist affiliations make it an unstable, totalitarian state. Nothing, however, could be further from the truth. Generally speaking, Beijing is a very safe and secure city. The people are friendly and much more cosmopolitan than you might imagine. If people stare at you, it's because they are curious, not hostile. Relax and enjoy yourself in China as you can be sure your good will and friendship will be shared.  

Conclusion:
Finally to conclude, a definition of culture was given which was followed by a description of the foundations, differences, dimensions, layers and intercultural encounters of culture. After that, information Chinese culture was given and applied the theories concerning culture on it. The final section of the assignment focused on do's and don'ts and with that we came to the end of the relocating kit with a list of the websites and literature used.
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